 Ecclesiastical and Corporate Bylaws of Plain Grove Presbyterian Church 
Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyterians (ECO)

Article I 
Name, Relationship, and Authority
SECTION 1 – INCORPORATION
The name of the Church and Corporation shall be PLAIN GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (ECO). The Church was organized in 1799. 
SECTION 2 – CONSTITUTIONAL
The Church is a nonprofit entity organized and operating exclusively for charitable, religious, and educational purposes. Furthermore, it is a member congregation (“Church”) of the Christian church denomination entitled ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (“ECO”), and of the ECO Rivers of Life Presbytery (“Presbytery”), both of which exercise ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the Church. As such, the Church subscribes to the ECO Essential Tenets and is governed by the ECO Polity and Rules of Discipline. The ECO Essential Tenets, Polity, and Rules of Discipline, as amended from time to time, collectively constitute the ECO Constitution (“Constitution”), which is incorporated into and made a part of this document. 
Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Nonprofit Corporation Law (“NPCL”) and Section 501(c)3 of Title 26 of the Internal Revenue Service Code, the Church operates as a domestic nonprofit tax-exempt church and is incorporated as such. 
SECTION 3 - CORPORATE ADDRESS 
The principal office for the transaction of the business of this church and Corporation shall be at 626 Plain Grove Road, Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania 16057.
SECTION 4 – FISCAL YEAR
The fiscal year shall be the calendar year.
SECTION 5 – AUTHORITY
There will be one (1) Session which will be responsible for the mission and government of the Plain Grove Presbyterian Church. It will act in accord with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (ECO) form of government.
There will be a Board of Deacons acting in accordance with the Constitution.
A Board of Trustees will be in charge of the maintenance and upkeep of the church subject to the authority of the Session.

Article II
Membership
SECTION 1 – MEMBERSHIP
 Membership in this church shall be open to all Christians who, having trusted Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and received the gift of eternal life and the gift of the Holy Spirit, desire to join in witness and fellowship with those of like precious faith. The Congregational members of the Church (Covenant Partners) shall be those individuals who have been elected to membership by the Session and who have subsequently neither resigned their membership nor been removed from membership by the Session thus entering at once into the enjoyment of all the privileges and duties pertaining to this fellowship. They shall be publicly received as members in a Sunday morning service or other time determined by the Session. 
Article III
Meetings of the Congregation 
SECTION 1 
All Congregational meetings may deal with both “corporate” and “ecclesiastic” affairs and shall be so defined in the call for the meeting. There will be two Meetings of the Congregation in the church edifice. The matters of special meetings, officers of the congregation, membership and voting are covered by the Constitution. Public notice of the meeting shall be given from the pulpit on two successive Sundays. The meeting may be convened following the notice 
SECTION 2 – VOTING
Each Congregational member shall be entitled to one vote on matters requiring membership approval. Voting by Proxy is not allowed.  A quorum shall consist of ten (10) percent of the eligible voters.
Without limitation, the following actions require approval of the congregational members: 1. Electing Elders and Deacons. 2. Calling (electing) the Senior Pastor and any Associate Pastors. 3. Buying, mortgaging, transferring or selling real property in excess of $10,000. 4. Requesting the presbytery to dismiss the Church to another presbytery of ECO or to another reformed body. 5. Amending these by-laws. 
SECTION 3 – SETTING OF DATES
The Session will annually, during the November session meeting, set the hour and dates of the two Congregational Meetings. The Clerk of Session and/or the Moderator, in consultation with other Session members, may reschedule the meetings if needed.



SECTION 4 – REGULAR STATED MEETINGS
There shall be two Stated Meetings of the Congregation each year; one meeting will be the first Sunday in December for the purpose of electing Elders, Deacons, Trustees, and Auditors. The other meeting shall be held the last Sunday in January at a place specified by the Session for the purpose to receive annual reports from the Session and church organizations including financial reports and to transact any and all business that may properly come before it.
SECTION 5 – SPECIAL MEETINGS
Special meetings of the Congregation may be called by the Session or on directions of the Presbytery or shall be called by the Session upon the written request of congregational members having at least ten percent of the votes entitled to be cast at such meeting. Such calls shall state clearly the purpose of the meeting and no other matter save that specified in the call may be considered. 

Article IV
Nominating Committee and Election of Church Officers
SECTION 1 – NOMINATING COMMITTEE
The Nominating Committee shall consist of two (2) members designated by and from Session, one (1) of who shall be named by Session as chairman; one (1) of this committee shall be designated by and from the Board of Deacons; one (1) member of this committee shall be designated by and from the Board of Trustees; the other members of the committee, five (5) in number, shall be chosen by the congregation.
SECTION 2 – TERMS OF OFFICE
There will be nine (9) ruling Elders, six (6) members on the Board of Deacons, and six (6) members of the Board of Trustees divided into three equal classes, one class of whom shall be elected each year at a Congregational Meeting for a three-year term. No Elder, Deacon, or Trustee shall serve for more than six consecutive years in that office, after which one year must lapse before re-election.
SECTION 3 – INSTALLATION
Elected Ruling Elders, Deacons, and Trustees shall be installed and, if required, ordained on the first Sunday in January during the morning worship service. A term of service shall begin upon installation and conclude with installation of a successor or upon acceptance of resignation by Session.
SECTION 4 – AUDITORS
There will be three (3) Auditors divided into three equal classes, one class of whom shall be elected each year at a Congregational Meeting for a three year term. Auditors can serve for unlimited terms.



Article V
Session
SECTION 1 – SESSION AUTHORITY
The Session shall have authority over all affairs and activities of the Church, both ecclesiastical and corporate, except such matters as may by the Constitution or these By-Laws be specifically accorded to the Pastor, to the Congregation or to a higher judicatory.
SECTION 2 – MODERATOR
The Session shall be composed of the Ruling Elders and the Pastor as Moderator. The Pastor may invite, with the concurrence of the Session, an Associate Pastor or another minister belonging to the same presbytery to preside in his absence. 
SECTION 3 – CLERK
The Session shall elect a Clerk from its membership or from the active membership of the Congregation. 
SECTION 4 – MEETINGS
The Session shall hold one regular meeting each month (except July and August) at such regular times and at such places as are agreed in advance, unless cancelled by its previous action. Notice of special meetings of the Session called under the provisions of these By-Laws may be given by letter, email or verbal message to all members 
SECTION 5 – QUORUM
One-third of the Ruling Elders plus the Moderator shall constitute a quorum. 
SECTION 6 – SESSION AUTHORITY
The Session shall have the power to make rules and regulations from time to time not in conflict with these By-Laws, ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians or state laws as deemed necessary for the efficient performance of duties for which the Session is responsible. Said rules and regulations may be adopted, amended or rescinded at any meeting of the Session by a majority vote of members present. 






Article VI
Board of Deacons
SECTION 1 – MEMBERSHIP 
The Board of Deacons shall consist of those Deacons actively serving in duly elected terms of office.  The Board elects from its membership a Moderator and Secretary. A quorum for transaction of business shall be one-third of its membership.
SECTION 2 – MEETINGS
The Board shall hold Stated Monthly Meetings. Special Meetings shall be held whenever requested by two of its members, by the Session, by the Pastor, or by the Moderator of the Deacons. The Board shall keep a record of its proceedings. It shall submit its records to the Session for approval at least one a year. It shall also report its activities to the Congregation at the Annual Meeting in January.
SECTION 3 – RESPONSIBILITIES
The office of Deacon is one of sympathy and service. The Board of Deacons shall have the responsibility to minister to those in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress. The Board shall assume such duties, not limited to the foregoing, as may be delegated to it by the Session. 

Article VII
Nominating Committee, Election, and Installation of Pastor
SECTION 1 – PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
In the event of a current or pending vacancy in the position of Pastor, the Session shall call a Special Meeting of the Congregational members to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee consisting of nine (9) members. Members will be nominated by Session. The Nominating Committee shall consist of two (2) members designated by and from Session, one (1) of who shall be named by Session as chairman; one (1) of this committee shall be from the Board of Deacons; one (1) member of this committee shall be from the Board of Trustees; the other members of the committee, five (5) in number, shall consist of one (1) high school student, one (1) member in the 18 – 30 age group, one (1) member in the 31 – 45 age group, one (1) member in the 46 – 60 age group, and one (1) member in the 61 plus age group. 
SECTION 2 – ELECTION AND TERM
The Congregational members shall elect (i.e. call) the Pastor at a meeting called by the Session for such purpose. The Pastor shall not take office, however, until the subsequent appointment (i.e. installation) of such Pastor by the presbytery. The Pastor shall hold office until such individual’s resignation or removal. 



SECTION 3 - INSTALLATION
Installation of Pastors required by the Presbytery shall be deemed to have occurred when an individual is appointed to a Pastoral office in the Church by a formal vote of the Presbytery, unless the Presbytery action provides otherwise. Such formal vote differs from any worship service celebrating installation.



Article VIII
Amendment and Revision
SECTION 1 – AMENDMENT
These bylaws may be amended subject to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (ECO) by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voters present, provided that a full reading of the proposed changes (or a printed distribution of the same) shall have been made in connection with the call of the meeting.
SECTION 2 – REVISION
At least once every five (5) years the Session shall appoint a committee to study these bylaws and recommend any changes.
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